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APPARATUS 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of each of the 
references listed on Form PTO-1449 are attached. 

Also enclosed is a copy of the International Search Report for the corresponding PCT 
application. The USPTO is directed thereto for a concise statement of possible relevance of the 
references cited therein. 

The above information is presented so that the USPTO may, in the first instance, 
determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.104(a) and 
§ 1.106(b) concerning the USPTO's duty to consider and use any such information. It is 
respectfully requested that these documents be expressly considered during the prosecution of 
this application and made of record herein and among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures, plus the return of the enclosed 
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form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left-hand column (per MPEP § 609), is 
earnestly solicited. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is intended to be in full compliance with the 
Rules, but should the Examiner find any part of its required content to have been omitted, prompt 
notice to that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time under Rule 97(f), to enable 
applicants to comply fully. 

In submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, Applicant does not waive the right 
to challenge the prior art status of any of the documents cited therein. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any required fees (or credit any 



overpayment) to Deposit Account No. 19-4293. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP 



April 25 2005 




Roger W. Parkhurst 
Reg. No. 25,177 



1330 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel. (202) 429-6420 
Fax (202) 429-3902 
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Docket No.: 28951.5386 



Applicant: Koji SUMITOMO 



Application No.: 



Filing Date: Herewith 



Examiner: 



Group Art Unit: 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials* 


Document No. 


Date 
MM/YYYY 


Inventor 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 










































































































































































FOREU 


GN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials* 


Document No. 


Date 
MM/YYYY 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


Yes 


No 




05303801 


04/1992 


Japan 












06103649 


09/1992 


Japan 












06349167 


06/1993 


Japan 












9-500753 


06/1994 


Japan 












WO 95/03605 


06/1994 


Japan 











































































































OTHER DOCUMENTS 



Examiner's 
Initials* 



Include author, title of article, title of item (book, journal, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), 
volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 



Examiner's 
Signature 




Date Considered 





♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



